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to abandon the enterprise altogether. He replied that he
considered the issue as doubtful and the operations as
risky; but in war everything was hazardous. This decided
me to recommend to the King the following arrangement
as to the truce: to suspend hostilities at midday on the
22nd and not resume them till midday on the 27th. At
half-past seven on the morning of the 22nd, General von
Fransecky received news of the truce that was to commence
on the same day, with instructions to make his disposi-
tions accordingly. The battle in which he was engaged
at Blumenau had therefore to be suspended at twelve
o'clock.

Meanwhile in my conferences with Karolyi and with
Benedetti, who, thanks to the clumsiness of our military
police in the rear of the army, had succeeded in reaching
Zwittau on the night of July 11 to 12, and there suddenly
appeared beside my bed, I had found out the conditions
on which we could procure peace. Benedetti declared as
the basis of Napoleon's policy, that an augmentation of
Prussia to the extent of four million souls in North Ger-
many at the utmost, with the retention of the line of the
Main as the frontier on the south, would not entail French
intervention. He hoped, I suppose, to form a South Ger-
man confederation affiliated to France. Austria withdrew
from the German confederation, and was ready to recog-
nise all the arrangements that the King might make in
North Germany, reserving however the integrity of Sax-
ony. These conditions contained all we wanted; that is
to say, a free hand in Germany.
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